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December 2014   

Activities at a Glance 
 

♦  Dec 7 - Christmas Party, Auburn Valley 
    Country Club. 3 pm social, 4 pm dinner -   
     
♦  Dec 16 -LOL's To be held at the home of  
   Junette Avey Brown, 12:00.  4513 Oak 
   Glen Way, Fair Oaks.   RSVP:  916-436-4176 
 
♦  Dec 25  Merry Christmas to All 
 

♦  January 8 - Thursday, Monthly Meeting. 

    Sizzler at 13570 Lincoln Way,  Auburn.  
    Come for dinner at 5:30 - 6 pm.  
    Meeting will start at 7 pm. 
 
♦  February  7 - Annual Crab Feed - See Flyer 
 
♦  February  16 - Heritage Days at Mt. Vernon  
    Memorial Park, Fair Oaks. 

 
 
 

LOL's 

December 16 - LOL's (Ladies Out to Lunch)  

Will be held at the home of Junette Avey Brown, 
12:00N.  4513 Oak  Glen Way, Fair Oaks. To car 
pool from   Auburn, meet at the Rite Aid- 
Grocery Outlet parking lot at 11 AM. 
  RSVP:  916-436-4176. 
Directions from Auburn:  Take I-80 to the Sierra College 

Blvd exit. Turn left going South.  Sierra College will 

become Hazel Ave. Continue on to Sunset Ave. Turn right, 

go to Chicago turn left.  Left again at Winding Way. In a 

very short distance turn LEFT at the yellow 20 mph sign on 

to Oak Glen Way.   My house is the 3rd on the left 4513.  It 

will take between 30 and 45 minutes.  PS.  Coming from 

Sacramento take  Sunrise Blvd to Sunset turn left on 

Sunset, Right on Chicago.   
 

Coloma Holiday Houses Tour 
November 29 

Six hearty members braved the rainy day to go 
on this last minute tour put together by Steve 
Elliott.  Allen Koch, John Saylor, Phil and Barbara 
Lawrence met Steve and his side kick Gary at 
Raley's.  There were no Model T's or other 
vintage cars to be seen.   
  We drove the normal route down the canyon 
and into Coloma.  Steve directed us to a free 
parking area.  We then headed over to the 
Argonaut Café for some hot coffee and 
chocolate. After registering and getting our arm 
bands, we began the tour of the houses and 
buildings in the Marshall Gold Discovery Park.  
The rain had slowed down to intermittent light 
showers.  These houses are not normally open to 
the general public,  but today each was open and 
decorated and with one or more very 
knowledgeable docents to give us a history 

lesson on the 
particular house 
and how it was 
used and its 
impact on the 
era.  I think we 
all learned 
another tidbit or 
two about the 
gold rush.   The 

park is undergoing some construction to bring 
some areas up to date and also to build a new 
Sawmill Replica closer to the original mill site.  
After our tour of the houses we had a good lunch 
at the Argonaut Café.  Thanks to Steve for putting 
this tour together and going ahead in the rain.   
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Crab Feed 

 
The annual crab feed is coming up soon.  
The date is February 7. The big event will 
again be held at the Canyon View 
Community Center, Sierra room, 471 Maidu 
Drive, Auburn.  Don't delay, RSVP by 
January 30, 2015.  Members price is $15. 
Guests are $40.  See the attached flyer and 
get your reservation in. 

 

 

 

Show Off your Club Affiliation 

 Travel mugs with club logo are 

available to purchase for $10.00 

each.  These are really nice, 

stainless steel with lid. Call Steve 

Short to get yours.  916-791-

7087. 
*********  

Club Shirts 
We also still have a small supply 
of shirts with the club logo.  Blue Tee Shirts with the logo 
on the back and club name on the front. $10 ea.   Sizes: 
M, & XL & 2XL.  Polo shirts with the club name on the 
front above a pocket.  $22. Sizes M, XL.  Call John 
Saylor   916-723-1613 to reserve yours. 

***** 
Embroidered logo patches both large and small are also 
available.  These can be sewn onto jackets or other 
items of your choosing.  Contact Kitty for these items. 

 

***** 
Club Logo Hats 

Member Jerry Anders has a 

limited supply of dark blue 

hats with the gold club logo 

embroidered on.  They are 

$10 each. See Jerry at a 

meeting.  Contact him  at 

916-390-1392.  

 

 
                 Annual Christmas Banquet 

Enjoyed by all 

 

Another fabulous Christmas Banquet was 
enjoyed.  We arrived at the 5 Star Auburn 
Valley Country Club, Sunday, December 7th, 
2014 to a friendly staff and a nicely decorated 
room. About 45 or more members were 
present.  A great time was had by all who 
attended with delicious food and visiting among 

fellow members. We saw several members 
who had not been out in  while.  President 
Gary Krezman thanked everyone for coming 
and thanked Eula for putting this event 
together. Gary introduced the new board and 
officers for 2015. Incoming president John 
Saylor thanked Gary for his 3 years of 
presidency.  John announced a few upcoming 
dates and again thanked to Eula Marriott for 
planning and setting up this annual event. 
 
 

Officers and Board Members for 2015 

 

President -  John Saylor 

Vice President -- Susie Krezman 

Secretary --          Steve Short 

Treasurer --         Kitty Goodell 

Board members - Lewis Burcher, Gordon 

Goodell, Erik Lindstedt,  Junette Avey Brown. 

 

Newsletter Editor -  Erik Lindstedt 

Webmaster --               John Saylor 
 

 

 
The Model T Museum 
Funds Match Update 

http://www.modeltmuseum.com/ 
 

The Model T Ford Club of America was offered a fund 
matching grant of up to $10,000 for the Model T Museum 
in Richmond, In.  An anonymous person has offered to 
match with another $20,000. That's triple the money… 
During the November Meeting we voted to donate $100 
to the museum…….   
 

The donations have been tallied.  

What a show of support our members, chapters, 

non-members and local community have shown 

to the MTFCA and the Model T Museum.  

 

The total of donations is $53,601.33. This total 

is before the Wayne County Foundation grant of 

$10,000 and the anonymous MTFCA member's 

donation of $20,000. That's over $83,000 for the 

museum! 

 

Congratulations to you all for your support. We 

are humbled. 
Barbara Klehfoth, MTFCA 
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Save The  Dates 

**Charter Dinner 

The annual Charter Dinner will be held on 

March 7, 2015 at the Auburn Valley Country 

Club. This is the day we celebrate the history of the 

club and being chartered as a chapter of the Model 

T Ford Club of America. 

 

**Annual Gil Machado Memorial Shake Down 

Tour.  The date is Saturday April 11, 2015. 

This tour kicks off the touring season.  Susie is 

planning another great tour, so get those cars tuned 

up, you won't what to miss it 

 

 

Dues are Due 
 

Kitty has mailed out the 2015 dues invoices. 
You don't want to miss an issue of the T Diggins' 

or be left out of the roster. So, if you haven't sent 

them in yet, 12-31 is the deadline. 

 
 

Club Sweat Shirts 
Sweat shirts are expected to arrived on or 
about Friday December 12.  I will have them 
at the January 8 meeting. If you want yours 
sooner please contact me at 916-202-5842 
and I will make arrangements to get them to 
you.  John 
 

 
 

A few pctures from the Christmas Dinner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 Erik Barrett, as always drove a T to the party    Lots of visiting going on 
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  Russ & Nita with one of her famous hats 
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This month I will be finishing a series from member Steve Short on his families involvement in the Indy 500 and 

the ultimate acquisition of his 1927 Roadster  "Do we all have a Story?  Oh Boy…..We sure do!" 

 

The family traditions grow beyond our wildest imagination: 
1963 through 2014:  None of us ever anticipated the magnitude of our 500 experiences as they would 

unfold through these next 52 Years. We 3 Brothers and the Short Family have collectively witnessed: 
 The peak of the front engine Roadster Era and its classic racing “Duels”  
 The rise of the rear engine “Funny” Cars. 
 The short lived return and disappointments of the mighty 8 cylinder Novi’s by Andy Granatelli. 
 The short lived return and spectacular failures of Andy Granatelli’s Turbine Cars. 
 The rise of turbocharged engines. 
 The final race of a front engine Mallard Roadster campaigned by Jim Hurtubise in 1967. 
 The evolution of the “Ground Effects” Cars and the “Tire Wars” 
 The 4 time victories of A.J. Foyt, Al Unser, and Rick Mears. 
 The unimaginable 9 Victories of Bobby, Big Al, and Little Al Unser as a Family. 
 The introduction of the vitally important safety “Catch Fence circling the entire Track. 
 The incredible rebuilding and expansion of IMS Grandstand Seating and Grounds. 
 The introduction of “Safer Barriers”, “Hans Devices”, and countless other safety innovations. 
 The CART / IRL split along with its ultimate reunion as the revitalized IndyCar Racing series. 
 The excitement brought by the arrival of every female driver to make “the Big Show”. 
 The memorable hard fought victories of so many great Drivers over the Years. 
 The sorrowful, (but thankfully now rare) Driver injuries and loss of life at the Speedway. 
 The first and last singing of “Back Home again in Indiana” by Jim Nabors (1972 through 2014) 
 With all due respect: “We’ve all seen Fire, and we’ve all seen Rain” (and neither do we like!) 

Our family reunion traditions: 

After our Father’s passing in 1996, We 3 Brothers vowed to “soldier on” each Year to the Race in honor of 

Dad. Our new vow: “Let’s go racing until the last dog dies”!   

 

The Short Family has now been blessed with 55 Years of shared 

Indy experience, but every bit as important to us is its intertwined 

connection with our Family Reunion in Ohio the day after the 

Race. We gather to share stories of what has happened in each 

passing Year. We reminisce about Dad & Mom, and our many 

500 experiences.  We frequently indulge in our time honored 

Family Sport of “verbally bashing” each other for stupid 

prognostications in picking the years winning Driver over fried 

chicken and ice cold beer! 

 

The family Indy Box Score (1960 through 2014): 
 Our Father, Maynard J. Short  (“The Old Captain”):                  26 Races 
 We 3 Brothers 
 Stephen J. Short      (“The Family Record Keeper”):                          33  Races 
 Douglas A. Short     (“The Family Trivia  Historian”):                       49 Races 
 Mark D. Short:         (“The Family Ticket Meister”):                          50 Consecutive Races 
 Our 3 Wives, 7 Children, Spouses, & 6 Grand Children:            111 Races 
                            A Grand Total of:                                                 269 Races (excluding countless Guests!) 

Why do we all do it? 

We have many friends that that know portions of our Family’s 500 Story but cannot fully comprehend why 

we go “back home again in Indiana” each year. If you have never been there, you cannot grasp the powerful 

pull of this Great Race. For myself, the following quotations from 3 “Indy Legends” capture much that is so 

special about Indy, for its Drivers, and it’s Fans: 
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"Do we have a story?", continued 

“Eddie Sachs” – 1963 
"Everything I ever wanted in my life, I found inside the walls of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. I 

love it all, from the first to the last day in May. On the morning of the race, if you told me my house had 

burned down, I'd say, 'so what?' The moment that race starts is always the greatest moment of my life, 

and the day I win that race, it will be as if my life has ended. There is nothing more I could want out of 

life." 

Eddie: The Short Family gets it!  

“Sid Collins” - 1976  
“To some, this has been a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Others will come back. But in every case, it is 

always difficult to release each one's grasp on the pulsating emotion that is the 500. But another icy 

Indiana winter will come and go and before we know it, springtime returns and it will be May and the 

roar of engines will once again breathe life into the lazy Hoosier sky and bring us back together. And 

God willing, I'll be here to greet you to this annual reunion. So until next May, this is Sid Collins, the 

voice of the 500, wishing you good morning, good afternoon and a good evening, depending on where 

in the world you are right now. We are here at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, at the crossroads of 

America. Goodbye." 

Sid: The Short Family gets it! 

 "Al Unser Jr. - 1992"  
Al Unser, Jr. was interviewed after he climbed from his car in Victory Lane and it was said that Arute 

noticed some tears in his voice, and asked why? Little Al replied: “Well, you just don’t know what 

Indy means!”           

Little Al: The Short Family gets it! 

 How does it all End? 

Our Family was there for the 500’s Golden Anniversary in 

1961, the 50th Running in 1969, and we are already 

anticipating a full force turnout for the 100th Running in 

2016.   

I am personally looking forward to being there for the 1st 

race in a few more years, of all of my 3 Grandchildren.  

There can be no greater joy at the track than seeing the 

“bugged out eyes” of a Rookie junior fan at the start of their 

first 500 Race!   

Since we have already scored our Family’s 50th Anniversary in 2009  and we have little doubt that the 

Short Family will be there for our own 100th consecutive 

500 in 2059 and another family reunion!  Even though 

We 3 Brothers will doubtfully be there, our Short Family 

Traditions and Racing Legacy will continue!   

We Three Brothers always feel Dad’s presence before 

the start of each Race as we stand shoulder to shoulder 

with joyful tears in our eyes.  We wave our hats to honor 

the passing Drivers as we watch this latest Field of 33 

accelerate into Turn 4 towards the Green Flag…and 

their own place in 500 History! 
 

 
  

 
 

 

What's your story? 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

December  Anniversaries 

 

Richard & Julie Instness 2 

Gary & Susie Krezman 4 
Allen & Patricia Gillming 8 

Stephen & Vriginia Short 31 
 

                                          
December Birthdays 

 

Jack Duncan 1  Kimberlyn Saylor 17 
Jeff Nowack 2  Harold Ellingson 21 
Leona Boorinakis 7  Murray Work 21 
Wanda Johnson 8  Maryann Koch 23 
Bill Finkbeiner 9  Courtney Barrett 24 

Virginia Short 13  Dani Anders 26 

Wayne Lyndon 15  Chris Instness 27 
Rich Silva 16  Junette Avey 31 

Sandy Silveira 17  Allen Gillming 31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
General Meeting Minutes 

  
Mother Lode Model T Club 
General Meeting Minutes,  
November 13, 2014 
 
The November 2014, general membership meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by President Gary 
Krezman. The meeting was held at the  Sizzler Restaurant, Auburn, Ca. 
Gary announced that Russ Purvis' mom, Marion Stubblebine had passed away. A moment of silence was 
observed in her honor.  
  Greeter Report - Junette introduced Shawn O'Connell, his daughter Riley and friend Kristi Harris. Shawn is 
Allen's step son and is joining the club. 
  Secretary Report – John reported the minutes of the last general meeting (October 2014) were printed in 
October    T Diggins'.  There were not any corrections or additions. Minutes will stand as printed.  
Correspondence from other clubs and other miscellaneous was passed around.  
  Treasurer Report – Kitty was absent due to a family emergency.  There are no outstanding financial items. 
  Sunshine Report - All is well. Susie called Jack Duncan to check on Cleona.  Cleona can have visitors.  Jack 
is doing well also. 
Activities  
   VP Susie reported the upcoming events -  
The MTFCA National meeting will be hosted by the Orange County Model T Club in Garden Grove, Ca, March 
27-29.  The theme will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the MTFCA.  Details are in the Vintage Ford 
Magazine. 
  December 7, 3 pm is the Christmas Party at Auburn Valley Country Club.  
  LOL will be at Max's on November 18th. 
Old Business 
   Reports  
   Fall Colors Tour - Erik reported 36 people attended.  Most drove their modern iron due to the rain. Three 
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(Minutes Cont'd) 

brave members drove their vintage cars, John Saylor in his 27 Tudor, Dick and Wanda in their 30 Model A 
coupe and Erik and Cindy in their 25 Oakland. Bill drove his mom's 72 Caddy.  All had fun.  Museum tour was 
very well done and the lunch at the Monte Vista inn was excellent. Dutch Flat has a July 4 parade that may be 
a good tour for next year. Erik reported that with the large turnout he went over budget and presented a bill for 
the excess.  Motion made by Allen and second by Junette to pay. Motion passed. 
  Antique Autos in History Park, San Jose.  Gary reported it was a good event and more should try to attend 
next year. 
  Nominating Committee Report by Phil Lawrence - Nominated for 2 year term are Erik Lindstedt, Susie 
Krezman,  Kitty Goodell and John Saylor.  Gary requested nominations from the floor.  There were not any 
additions. Nominations were closed. Existing board members who will be starting their second year are Gordon 
Goodell, Lewis Burcher, Steve Short and Junette Avey Brown.  The board will meet and select the individual 
officers for next year to be announced at the Christmas party. 
  Trailer repair - Since we couldn't get together before the rainy season, Gary will call Jerry Moore and have 
him cover the trailer.  We will schedule a work day in the spring. 
New Business 
  Model T Museum- The national Model T Museum in Richman, Indiana has received a challenge matching 
grant.  All donations during the period of time between November 10 through November 21, 2014 will be 
matched up to $10,000. Plus an anonymous person has offered to match with another $20,000. So, a $100 
donation becomes $400. Motion was made by Junette to donate $100, second by Ken Marriott. Motion passed. 
  Cups- Steve still has cups. They make nice Christmas presents. Call him or see him at the meeting to 
reserve yours. 
  Sweat Shirts - Sweat shirt order finalized.  John will order them Monday.   
  2015 event -John has received an invitation from Mt. Vernon Memorial Park in Fair Oaks for their annual 
Heritage Day celebration held every year on Presidents day.  We have had cars their the last two years.  This 
year the event date will be February 16.  We will do sign ups at the January meeting. 
  Club Finance Analysis - Gary presented an analysis of the club demographics and finances worked up by 
Steve Short and the Board.  This will be used to develop an annual budget and also to encourage more 
member participation. The board has recommended that Christmas dinners and Charter dinners be one half of 
the actual costs and non-members pay the full price.  For the Crab Feed, the price was set to $15 for members 
and $40 for guests. 
  Swap Meet - Gary will have the flyers in time to take to the Turlock swap meet in January.  
  Miscellaneous - Gary reported on a trip that he and Susie took to the Albuquerque, New Mexico, balloon 
festival.  It was quite a sight to see. 
  50-50 -- Riley O'Connell drew the winning tickets which were Steve Lawrence and Susie Krezman. 
Since there was no additional business the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 
John Saylor, Secretary 
 

 
More from the Holiday House tour 
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2014  Officers 

 
President ------------- Gary Krezman 530-823-7957 
Vice President ------Susie Krezman 530-823-7957 
Treasurer --------------Kitty Goodell   916-334-5904 
Secretary--------------John Saylor      916-723-1613 
 

Board Members 
 

Gordon Goodell--------916-334-5904 - 2014-2015 
Lewis Burcher --------- 530-885-6912 - 2014-2015 
Junette Avey Brown --916-436-4176 - 2014-2015 
Stephen Short --------- 916-791-7087 - 2014-2015 
 
Sunshine ---- Susie Krezman 
Website & Newsletter - John Saylor 

***** 
Address all correspondence to:  
Mother Lode Model T Club 
P.O. Box 4901  
Auburn, CA 95604 

 
The Mother Lode Model T Club was organized 
during 1967 and became a member of the Model T 
Ford Club of America in 1969. The club is a non-
profit organization dedicated to the personal 
enjoyment of its members through the preservation 
and restoration of the Model T Ford and especially 
through activities involving the use of Model T 
Fords. 
 
Meetings at held on the second Thursday of each 
month with the exception of December, at the 
Sizzler, 13570 Lincoln Way, Auburn, Ca. 5:30 pm for 
dinner, 7 pm meeting. 
 
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in 
Model T Fords. Ownership of a Model T is not 
necessary. 
 
Dues - Annual Dues are $20 per family. 

 

T-Diggins' 
 

Published monthly to keep members informed of 
club activities and to promote participation in 
club events. 
 
Publication copy should be sent to the editor by 
the 20th of the month to be included in the next 
issue. Send all copy to: 7304 Goldwood Way, 
Citrus Heights, Ca 95610 or email to 
j99saylor@gmail.com 

Members are encouraged to join the Model T Ford 
Club of America.  MTFCA members receive the bi-
monthly publication The Vintage Ford, voting 
privileges in national club and can participate in the 
many national club tours and events.  Annual dues 
for the MTFCA is $40.00 payable to: 

The Model T Ford Club of America 
P.O. Box 126 
Centerville, In 47330-0126 
Telephone: (765) 855-5248 
www.mtcfa.com       email:   admin@mtfca.com 

 

 Club Website 
The Mother Lode Model T Club maintains a website 
at  http://www.motherlodemodelt.com.  The 
website keeps members informed of club activities, 
photos of club events and members cars.  The 
website also provides a membership information 
and application.  The website also introduces those 
new to the hobby to the club.    
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